RICHARD “Sammy” BROOKS OF

THE HAUNT, ITHACA NY – DECEMBER 5, 1996
For 13 years now, Long Island’s Scofflaws have heated
up the NYC SKA hotbed. In fact, they significantly
helped shape today’s 3rd wave, bringing their hard to
come by precision, and jazzy style of play with them.
Their live performances are impeccable to say the least.
See this band at all costs! I gave their lead singer a taco
and he in return, gave us this interview.

Interview with The ScoffLaws, Take one. Well first of all how
the hell do you remeMber me from YOUR last show here six +
months ago?
RICHARD BROOKS: We don’t forget faces if somebody has been to a coupla shows, we
remember them.
We lost our question sheet - actually it’s in the car - so we’re
going to have to wing this one... spur of the moment
RB: We’ll wing it....but you already had some
pre-formed questions, right? Ideas formulated...
CAN YOU GIVE OUR READERS A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SCOFFLAWS?
WHEN & WHERE YOU STARTED?
RB: Yeah, about 12 years ago I had this group
around Long Island known as the New Bohemians, and we had some of the people in this band...
Well Paul [Gebhardt, bari sax] was working with
me in that band, we were starting to play ska....
WAS THAT WITH EDIE BRICKELL? MRS. PAUL SIMON?
RB: Well we ended up selling that name to them,
after they got signed to the major label. They
needed it , we settled with them. Our lawyers met,
spoke and all that type of thing. So we needed to
call ourselves something, I was having a phone
conversation with a friend and we got on discussing various possibilities for names and then a light
went on and I said “Scofflaws!” that’s cool, that’s
rude [roode], let’s use that! And that’s what we
did.
I heard about a band member getting a parking ticket or a
summons in court or something.
RB: Someone who’s a scofflaw, as you may
know, has collected a bunch of parking tickets,
violations & then you’re deemed a scofflaw by
the state.
So what about lineup changes with members of the bAND
over the years and whatnot?
RB: Lineup changes, that’s inevitable in any
group, because as things progress, grow, different people have different ideas for what they want
to do and how much they want to give a project.
A lot of people would like to do it, but maybe

they can’t travel, they have a serious job, the
band’s bound to change. Some people simply burn out after a couple of years. Like this
isn’t my bag anymore, I’ve got to do something else, stuff like that.
What’s it like having been around for so long and seeing
the current third wave of ska, compared to the ska world
of just a handful of bands when you guys started, to
the thousands there are today?
RB: Well it’s nice to see a lot of people getting
involved, but I do have one beef with some
of the new bands that I think some of them
don’t have their thing developed enough. They
need a little more rehearsal time. We see
some of these bands and they get up on stage
and they make a lot of errors, they don’t really groove right, it can really hurt the music....
‘Cause when people come down and see a
band that can’t really play, they say “Oh yeah,
ska...I saw that, I didn’t like it” So I think it
hurts the people who have been in the business a long time, that have worked really hard
to have a good smooth running show happening. It’s a double edged sword. It’s nice to
see so many young people with a lot of enthusiasm getting into it, but some of the bands
just sound so raw, I have a hard time listening
to them, I usually go hide in the back room.
Why do you play here at The Haunt / ITHACA so much?
RB: Why? Because we’re welcomed here, and
we have a good fanbase here. We enjoy it
here, we have fun here, and it’s not far away.
So it’s something that works out well.
We’re From RochesTER, ANY PLANS TO PLAY THERE AGAIN
ANYTIME SOON?
RB: We’ve played there a couple times at the
Boogie Bar. We’d like to come around more
often, it’s just so far away, ya know, and there’s
nothing else near it.
C’mon, It’s onLY 2 HOURS from here
RB: Right...(laughter) We probably will be
back there sometime soon. We did it for a
while, but the thing is we’d come in mid-week
and it was a hard equation for us to solve.
(A. Hitchcock) There’s noT A HUGE ROCHESTER SCENE
RB: There you go. For a real ska group, its
hard. We never really had a night where we
hit the ball out of the park up there, so they
weren’t really hesitant in making it worth our
while...
What was the first instance, your first realization that
you wanted to play ska music?
RB: Me personally? I just enjoyed the music
and the attitude and the style. I’d have to say
the 1980’s ska revival groups had a big influence on me. I was fortunate enough to see a
few of them in their heyday. They had a very
high quality of musicianship in those groups.

I mean when they took to the stage they all had
tight, good sets & it was a lot of fun.
As of this moment, I’ve never seen you guys live before, my
colleague has, and he claims The Scofflaws are the best live
ska act he’s ever seeN. Supposedly the energy doesn’t quit
for over 2 hours. With a performance like that, how many
shows per week do you play?
RB: On average 3 or 4 nights a week.
How much travelling in between? or Just around NYC?
RB: Well around New York and around the country. When we’re on tour we do night after night.
We’ll do a week and maybe get a night off after
10 days. [When we’re] at home, maybe twice a
week, but on average its about 4 nights a week.
So that’s how I came up with that figure.
‘CAuse you guys are pretty energetic onsTAge, it must get
pretty tiring, night after night
RB: Ya know what it is? It’s that we have this
philosophy: That’s how it’s done and that’s how
ya do it...I don’t think about being tired or anything after the show...If anything it energizes me.
“The more you do, the more you will do”. If you
sit home & say, I’m tired I won’t go out, you won’t
go out. Where if you get yourself out, then you
say, wow man! I really had a good time. I didn’t
feel like going out earlier, but thank god I did.
GOOD POINT. What made you write the song PaUL GETTY?
Anything Specifically?
RB: Paul Getty, of course the eccentric multimillionaire from American History... He owned
Getty Fuels..You’re probably younger than I am,
but his son was kidnapped and held for ransom
and his captors sent Paul his own son’s ear. Yeah,
he’s still alive. I don’t think they ever found his
son, which is kind of a sad story, but that’s why it
pays not to have a lot of money. Once you get a
lot of $$$, then you have to deal with things like
that. Money is not a cure-all for problems.
What’s on deck next for the SCOFFLAWS IN ‘97?
RB: Next? National tour, a live record and another studio record. Some video footage being
shot for Nude Beach, and perhaps this summer,
a trip to Europe.
WOW. Do you have time for many interviewS?
RB: I just did one before dinner. I get quite a few.
Do you find peoplE GENERALLY TEND TO ASK YOU THE SAME
quesTIONS?
RB: Yes, because they want to know things about
the group, so naturally, people will ask similar
questions.
Do you get sick of answering them oVER AND OVER AGAIN?
RB: Well, I try to reword them the best I can. I
don’t get sick of answering the same questions
because people want to know. But I mean ...for
example, I was on a radio show one time and we
traveled to get there, we set aside time to do it

and we get into the studio booth, then the guy
sits down, says “You’re on the Air”, okay cool,
then he says, “So, what’s up?” I replied: “Well
not too much, what’s new with you?” So he
says “Aaaa. I haven’t been doing much
lately...” Even if people are asking the same
questions, at least they have them prepared.
I don’t mind answering them. Even though
much of this information is the same, we have
this web site thing happening and on there
it’s going to have our history, members and
things like that, so this information will be accessible to people. The same questions will
become more common knowledge and I’ll get
asked more diverse questions.
when taking a shit, do you crumple, roll, or fold the
toilet paper?
RB: Let me just say that as soon as it hits the
water, I flush it down, that way the smell is
minimized, and then I carefully fold the paper
several times before I go anywhere near back
there.
BUFORD O’SULLIVAN [trombonist]: It even
helps to have a phrase for the toilet
situation...“If it’s yellow, let it mellow. If it’s
brown, flush it down!” That’s the ecology
phrase.
RB: Mayor Koch said that during the water
shortage...
You could explain that on submarines.
Every time we ask that the responses keep getting better
and better than the one before. That’s great!
What makes THIS interview more outSTANDING?
RB: Your girlfriend’s hair color
OKAY... SHE’S NOT MY GIRLFRIEND THOUGH... BUT
SO, WHAT’S UP? JUST KIDDING. IF E.T.’S SOCIETY AND THE
SMURFS WAGED WAR AGAINST EACH OTHER, WHO’D WIN?
RB: I don’t know..I’ve seen E.T., but I don’t
really watch The Smurfs.. I don’t know if
they’re tough guys or not.
What about G.I. Joe?
RB: He’s cool. Wait.. D’ya know he’s cool,
but Barbie’s a lot cooler.
Much cooler. Cold War TOYS – I think we’ll wrap it up at
that.
RB: But if you dressed Barbie up in Joe’s
clothes...
Any finAL WORDS?
“We come in peace for all civilized
beings of the universe”

The End.
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